
oPtNroN l@. 1080

DISTRIqT OT COLUT.IBIA IA,( COUNT

CHRISI\CPIIER DE i'EA!{ HERCULES, I
)

Pet l t loner,  )

FiLED

AUG 2 9 1960
I ) rs r , r .  r  o t  Cotumbt< :

;fqr C.xrrt

l

7
f .

t
I
t.
l,
I

I

i.

I
t
h,

t:
t
a

b
i
I)
t

I
L

FFt^':
t .
I

l
l
t

f
I
I
!
ir
I

t
t

V 8 .

DISTRICT OF CII.UI,IBIA,

DOCKET NO. 2077

Rcspondent.

TINDINGS OT TACT.

CO};CLUSIONS OF I,Nf

AND DECISION

Petltloner acokl to appeal rcal €state taxce pald for thc

flecal yoarB 1968 tnd 1969, and the aaees 'nt proposGd for

the flscal y6ar 1970, on Lot 12 ln Squaro 1357, lclovn as {6a0

gue Street, N. l{.1 h1a realdencc ln PallgadGt Park.

Pc)-lt1onorr6 long-tlme goncrll obJectlonr to the lcvcl

of hls rasoraTrcnt! Fro apptrently brought to the actlon ltrgo

by a mladlrcctlng of h1c tlx btlla for thc rccond half of 1967

and for the ycar 1968. Duo to eonputcr orrorl pctltloncrrt

bltle for thle pcrlod ulr6 sont to and pald by Charlct \t.

Barber, 132 l'lauck Road, Hllladalc, l{lchlgan, th. ouicr of t

lot of alrpst thc ealp dcacrlptlon. the crror lrtt corrcctcd,

the Barber palmenta rero refundcd, and petltloncr pald thc taxra

lnvolved ln the mlrdlrcctcd b1lls.

The 1968 taxee hcre lnvolved ln thc amount of C3I8.86

u'Bre pald Ln thrcc lnrtaltrmntt on July 17, Scptcrnbcr 30' ond

Novcnbcr 81 1968 vlthout lnt.raott lntereat and of couruc panalty

on tho paymntr lor llacal 1968 (duc ln tro lnatlllmcnt8 ln

Septatrborr 1967 rnd llerchr 19681 havlng bcan nivad by e&alnlr-

trttlv. rctlon of tlro Drpartrnt of Dlnancr rnd Rcvoue.
t s -



fh,o statutory syEtem fo- revlew of rcal eatatc aagerrr. -ntr

tn the Dlstrlct reaaoncbly provtdes for a Board of Eguallz:tlon

and Revlew, composed of experts ln thc Dlstrlctta employr to

whlch taxpaltcrs fl,rst brlng thelr c-omplalntg aboul. thc rvaluatlonr

made by the board of asaletant asaeasorsri tlorr the vai:Jtlonr

madc by tho Department of Flnance and Rsvenuc. Codc scc. l7-70g

tB amendcdt cee notea follorrlng Codc eee. 47-604. Thc Board

eonvenor non tho flrat lbnday of .fanuary of cach )piar and ahall

remaln ln eesalon turtll thc flrct lbnday ln Apr11 of each frGarl

attcr whlch datc no colnplalnt ag to velustion aa hercin provldcd

ahlll bo rcccLvcd or congldered by auch Board . r tl.r (1d.1

Thcreefterl valurtlons nadc and eo equallzcd an to bc complctd

by tha flrgt lbndry ln l.iry, approvcd }ry t-lrc D. C. Corunlsaloncr

by rluly Istl and rrhon eo approvcd, rrhall conatl,tutc thc batlt

of taxatlon for thc nrxt auccccdlng lnrrr and urtll anothcr

valuatlon ls madc accordlng to lev, cxecpt at hcrclnaftcr pro-

vldcd.i Codc gcc. l7-7O9,

Thc provlalon le, thrt appcel from thc veluatlon mry b

nadc to thc D. C. Trr Court aftcr thc procccdlnga bcforc thc

loard of Equallgatlon rnd Rcvlctr--

except thrt, ln caac of lncreaec of valuatlon
of rcal propcrty over thet for thc lnmcdlctely
preccdlng ycarr rlhcrc no notlce ln vrltlng of
such lncFartc of valuatlon 1e glvcn thc taxpaycr
prlor to l,tarch l_of tln partlcular ycar, no
euch comph{nt / tD the Board of Equallzatlon
and RcvlevJ ahall bc requlrcd for ap1ral.

It rplrare lron tha pctltlon thtt tha aaseeespntr undcr

conaldontlon hevc bcon qs follorct

Xear Land Imps.
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1967

1968

1969

1970

5995

a7l0

5000

f200

gsls;L

179e7

10995

10995

8910

l2ee7 cs.oo

3993 5000
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On brlef, reapondent a&nlts payment of thc rc-oltlng 1968

ta:<os on the dates set out ln the eecond paragraph abovc, and

of tbc 1969 tcxea, ono-holf ln September, 1968 and onc-half

ln l,larch, 1969" fho flecal 1970 tuces are paycblc ln Septamlnr,

1969 and Marchr L97O, and of courge arc Fot dlrcctly bcforc

the court ln thle proceedlng. Ho'*everr the flgcql 1970

aaaeasnEnts 116 of lmportancc to petltlonerta aplral fron thc

1968 and 1969 asscagnente, b€cluge of a l6tt€r from pctltloncr

(not ln the rccord) "flled vrlth thc Board of Equallzstlon and

Rcvtcw on Junc lL, 1968u, reguostlng that hls rnal propcrty

taxea for flscel ycara 1968 and 1969 bc rarlcycd and rcnl llcd.J

Thls lctter iwaa trcatcd aa an appeal for thc flacal lnu l9?O.r

Rcapondentra brt.cf , p. 2. ttrc conaequcnt lnapcctlon of tlrc

property lyy thc rcapondsntgt expcrt, Andrew T. Gl.ecaon, waa

conductcd on ilrnuary 15, 1969, resultlng ln a 'consensug of

the Board thtt thc markct valuc of !{r. Hcrculoer pnopcrty at

the tlnrc r! nadc our dccklon wre S161250", w?rlch tranglatos

to an l r recacd vr luc of  C8r910.  (Tr .  58. )

Concluglon on valuatlon. A8 adopted from roapondcntrr

csndid and succlnct brlcfr thc flrst conclualon ts thrt 1t la

up to lrtltloncr to ovcreoma the prcsumptlon that thr aarcaanrcnt

ln qucetlon 1r valld. Pctltloncrre testlnpny botle dorrn to

hla vlev that hc 1r paylng too nuch tant. He norrhcro gtrtca

y Apparcntly aa a follow-up of thlr lctter, Icttcra to thc
Board of Equallzatlon and Revlar dated.fuly 10r 1968 and
Septenbor 25, 1969, ln evldcncs, eufflclcntly lnform tha
Board that petltlonar ur.nta hta asgcranenta rgrrlcrud.
Thcse lottara contaln lnvldloue cn6 untf,arnntcd aecuaatlone
agalnet tho taxlng authorltlcs snd oth€ra, rtr!,eh of courct
ahould bc aln2ly lgnorad by all conccrncd. A rltnose for
thc Dlatrlct refers to a "copy of cn atrrpeal elgrcd on th.
22n6, of rfunc 1968r, w?rlch lcd h1n to lnapcctlon and n-
appraleal of tha propcrty. (Tr. 5a.) Thlc rnay rrll nfrr
to anothcr of thr rlettcra sdtt to thr Dlrtrlct gw.orrunt
ln comphlnt' lry pctltloncr. (Tr. 19.)
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rhrt h. thlnhs hla prolnrt' 'e worttr, nor trhat valus hc rr'.Id

put on other nearby houscs rrhlch he cltes as conparablea. !lF.

Glcesonte teatlmonyr baaad on the sales of fivc comparablee

vlthln thc Ialt four ysua, hag neithar been dlaputecl or

rafuted. Hr. Giecaonrr tcstlnony 10 clearr cqndld ond con-

v1nclng, and thc value of tha proporty 1n quaetlon le 9161250,

for an aaaeaacd valuc of $8r9I0 as of tlcrruary 15, 1969.

iludlclal notlco ia taken of the faet that property ylluct

ln the Pallaadcg Fark cna havo bacn lncrcaalng durlng thc

Iaet fcw yoart. !h. only cvldence of rscord conccrnlng thc

valuo of ttrc propcrty ln queatlon for thc fltcal yaara 1968

and 1969 1t t lro boardra valuatlon for f lscal 1970 of ggrglO,

whlch lc 92,085 lcrr tlran the 1968 and 1969 eeresarruntr. fhla

vclue, conecquantly, vllI be aeccotcd ae thc basla on ytrtch

tancr ahould havc bccn c-oltrputed for 1968 and 1969.

Yeara lnvolvod ln thlfl Droceedlnq. Recpondcnt clelma only

that bccauar thc rrccordc of thc Prop€fty Tax Dlvlslon do

not lndleatc that pctttloncr madc uty appoal to tho Board of

tquallzatlon and Rcvlcv conccrnlng h1a 1958 and 1969 tax.rr,

thla aplnal to thc Tar Court ile 1t rclatct to thc flgcal

y.ars 1968 and 1969 yta not tlmly nrde.r (Br. 2.1 ltorvcr,

thc rocord ta clctr tbrt potltlonar, by rrlttcn and oral Frrt-

aantatlong, nrdc hlt protcgte larorn to propcrty tax offlclalr

and anploycolr ln 1968, ar loon ae poaalblc aftcr thc rnlc-

dlrcctcd blllc c8tr to hlg rttont,lon. fhc protcrtt chould

havc bccn trcated ar rlrpllceble to tlp 1968 rrtrraurnt ntlror

than rtrartod rr an rplrrl for thc flacrl ycrf l9?0.. (nr-

rponlcntt! br.r 2.1 Contldcrlng rla donai thrt vhlch rshould

hrve b..n don.rr tho vrlrntlone on lrtltlonorrr proltrtt raa
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cxcGsslve 1n tlr srnount 92r 085 for tbe yccr6 1969 e 1969,

and refunde wlth atatutory lnterset, ehould 5s 6r166.!-Y
Declslon for petltlonert reatrrcndent wlll eub,mlt computa-

tlon of refunde arrd lnterest for nhlch judgrrnent w1ll igsuc.

Serrucd aa followst

l,t. Chrletopher DeJaan Hcrcules
46{0 Que Strect, N. W.
l{aohlnqton, D. C. 20007 (Uattea 8/29/69'l

Flnancc off leer, D. c. (ualled g/29/69,

Corporatlon Coruracl, D. c. (l,hlled g/29/69'l

Phyllla R. Llbcrtl
CIcrk
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:y Aa a nattar of pcrlonal- Juattcc to tha Dlatrlct anrployror
hsrc lnvolvcdr lt mugt bc notrd, although not oa tfiJ-'
rccord, thtt pctltton.r nr offorcd tho rern or . rlnller
aottlont boforc trld.
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